
Writing Assignment: Analyze an Op-Ed Instructions for Part 11  
You must analyze and critique, using concepts and theories from this course, an Op-Ed. The aim 
of the first part of this assignment is to help guide you in this process and provide feedback early 
on (worth 10 % of the assignment’s final grade). 

Definition of an Op-Ed from Wikipedia: 

An op-ed (originally short for "opposite the editorial page" although often taken to stand 
for "opinion editorial") is a written prose piece typically published by a newspaper or 
magazine which expresses the opinion of a named author usually not affiliated with the 
publication's editorial board. Op-eds are different from both editorials (opinion pieces 
submitted by editorial board members) and letters to the editor (opinion pieces submitted 
by readers). – Link to Wikipedia Page 

In sum, Op-Eds are opinion pieces written by experts that critique or propose government 
policies (not editorials, written by the newspaper, or opinion pieces, that can be written by 
anyone). 

For Part 1, submit a completed document based on the provided template that includes: 

a) The title, author, and link to the Op-Ed you have selected
b) Identifies three central arguments the author makes and paraphrases each in 1-3 sentences.
c) For each of the three arguments identifies and explains the theoretical lens the author is

using.
d) Lists three, properly formatted, sources from class you think might be useful in analyzing this

Op-Ed

Instructions: 

Step I: Finding an OP-ED 

You must select an Op-Ed written after 1 December 2020 that is related to international 
relations. Think about the themes of the course (e.g., nuclear treaties, trade agreements, UN 
interventions), articles that mainly focus on domestic politics (e.g., Canadian or US politics) are 
NOT suitable. They should have a clear focus on international politics. 

New York Times 

Go to www.nytimes.com 

Click Opinion  OP-ED 

Scroll or search through articles until you find one you think is interesting 

Advice: Do not select the shortest Op-Ed possible as you need to make sure you can identify 
three central arguments. 

1 This assignment is inspired from material generously provided by Jane Cramer, University of Oregon. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Op-ed
http://www.nytimes.com/


Step II: Identify Central Arguments 

Read the Op-Ed several times. Either digitally, or physically (i.e., print), highlight the central 
arguments the author is making. Then, paraphrase (don’t use long quotes, but re-write, to the 
extent possible, in your own words) the three main ‘points’ or ‘arguments’ the author is making. 

Advice: Arguments are not the same as ‘facts’ or opinions.  For example, ‘President Trump has 
decertified the Iranian Nuclear deal’ is not an argument, it is a fact. Alternatively, ‘Canada 
should sign a trade agreement with China’ is an opinion, not an argument.  An argument is a 
statement that contains two parts. It makes a claim (i.e., a conclusion) based on evidence or 
logic (i.e., premises).  For example, ‘As Chinese demand for Canadian exports has steadily 
increased, and Canadian exporters may have reduced access to American markets after the 
renegotiation of NAFTA, to support domestic industries the government of Canada should sign a 
new trade agreement with China.’  The first part of this statement are the premises (i.e., 
increased demand in China; reduced access to US markets), and the second part is the 
conclusion (i.e. to support Canadian industries Canada should sign a new trade agreement).     

Step III: Identify and Explain the Theoretical Lenses 

Think about the theories (e.g., offensive realism, liberal institutionalism) and concepts (e.g., 
security dilemma, prisoner’s dilemma) we have discussed in the course. Identify what lenses the 
author uses for each of the three arguments. At this stage, include a sentence or two 
justifying/explaining why you think this argument fits the theoretical lens you have identified. 

Step IV: Identify Sources from the Course 

For Part 1 of the assignment you need to identify three sources from the syllabus you think could 
be useful in your analysis. These can include optional readings.  These sources should be listed 
using a proper citation style (any are appropriate, as long as you are consistent e.g., MLA, APA, 
Chicago). DO NOT COPY/PASTE references from the syllabus without editing them. 

Step V: Final Touches 

Proofread for typos and run spell check. Then bring a copy to class on the assigned deadline 
AND upload a copy to Moodle before class. 

 


	Writing Assignment: Analyze an Op-Ed Instructions for Part 10F

